2/11/67 


^ear J im. 


Thanks for the PSA on Merrlman ^Ith* 

Please let me know if you log anything. Your ohenoes are better than 
mine. He has declined to dobete me at the '**atlonal Preea Club on the 
ground that publl;- speaking is not hla forte. Because he Is fond of 
calling me a teryland turkey fermer (and 1 hate turkeys}, I presumes he 
belirvas gobbles more qualification than "Thank you, Mr, Prsaldenf*, So, 

1 oht l longed him to debate me on his 196fj story, on which he la the world’s 
greatest expert, and offered to accept any Journal with which he mokes 
ari-angements and to give him my place In advanc*; so he can devote all of hla 
to answering mine, ^o answer. 

Of course, he has acknowledged that with respect to this one 
fact he dldn t*'oonault‘ his notes.' He then Ignored all ho had built on this 
one fact. **eace, if he does not change the rest, he is the authority for 
saying the shots came from the sheriff’s office. 

If he rakxxjpsK answers you, please aek him to specify where 
1 wa-:s wrong about the weather, wrong about the orgonizetion of the 
motorcade and with this "for open^^ra" why he hecorrmonded his readers 
go no further. 

I’d love to debate him, for his entire story was wrong, wrong by comparison 
with llerrlmBn Smith end UPI above all] 

most recant researches have been among the moat fruitful. They 
deley WHITEWASH III, aa I believe will another hock I think I’ll do real 
quiek, ifamgheater UACHIAVliLLI ; The Unintended Unofficial Khltewaeh, 25fs done, 
if I go ahead. Smith has approximated but, not quite equalled lianchester's 
record on accuracy (he la closer by one shot). 

When you speak to Herve or Carl, please remind them of the 
copy qfKthe tape I had asked Hal to got from friends In who had it. I 

did no^; need it when I wrote for it, because after a radio appearance against 
him that he’ll never iSbrget, I got tossed off a TV debate with "ouls Klzar, 
ait I’d like to use it elsewhere. And give them my best. 

If Harve would like me to debate Nlzar on his program, would I 
be delightedl Also, he might be interested in knowiig th^ Hewsweek notwi thatandln 
ending, Llebelar did not diaslose that (if it is true) Ll^ accidently destroyed 
the frames of the Zapruder film. The Baltimore Sun did two months ego after I 
was in touch with them, and these missing frames ere on the orlglnel copies 
(I've checked, as has George Herman), and Llebelar did know they were miaslng 
in the stills (see WHITSWAai II) for he said so In his bGlated end incompet- 
ent interrogation of Z^rudar, , , ,I ’ ve got a lot of new and entirely fresh stuff 
for the next time I’m out there, 

Hegards to you all, and again thanks. 


Harold T/elsberg 



